
, July 4

  Roane County Executive's - August 2019 

    Newsletter to the Community

Learn More 
County Executive, Ron Woody, is currently working on several articles for the Roane County Newspaper which is 
generally published each week in Wednesday's edition. A few articles have already been published and are listed 
below. You can also find these articles on our website at www.roanecountytn.gov 

• "Does Roane County Have an Emergency Fund?" 5/1/19 
• "Roane County's Ambulance Operations" 5/8/19 
• "Rural Services of Fire Protection and Animal Control" 5/15/19 
• "Three Debt Fund" 5/22/19 
• "Schools and Jails: Roane County Investment in Capital Assets" 6/5/19 
• "Why Do We Have to Have Tax Increases?" 6/12/19 
• "Why Is Roane County Not Growing?" 6/28/19 
• "Some Funds (Companies) Do Not Have a Tax Rate" 7/3/19 
• "A Follow-Up On Why Roane County Isn't Growing" 7/10/19 
• "Explaining the Economic Development Agency Fund" 7/17/19 
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Budget 2020 is Waiting to be Approved! 
{By Connie Cook, Director of Accounts and Budget}


The budget is now waiting for the approval of the County Commission.  
After long hours of data entry and meetings with the Budget Committee 
the County Executive and Director of Accounts and Budgets is ready to 
begin the new year. 

The 2020 budget did not include any raises for employees due to the lack 
of funding.  To propose an increase in expenditures without proper 
funding will only deplete the fund balance.  The economic growth is not 
increasing as quickly as we needed therefore, we are having to rely on the 
property tax and local option sales tax to fund the needs the Roane 
County.  Total Expenditures for the County came to a total of 
$123,240,569.  Of the total Expenditures $71M pertain to the school 
system and $41M pertain to the Primary Government.  The balance of the 
total expenditures pertains to Debt, Proprietary Funds and Trust and 
Agency Funds.  As each office and department has done in the past, we 
will always spend about 10% less of the $123M.  Once the budget has 
been passed the accounting office will have a copy of the budget posted 
on the county website for your review of the details. 

http://www.roanecountytn.gov


 

This scene at the Roane County Park's kayak launch is becoming more frequent as 
word spreads about this facility and the Tennessee Riverline 652.

Laura A. 
Connor 
Appointed 
to 2019 
TNCPE 
Board of 
Examiners  
{By Bonnie Angus, Administrative Assistant} 

Congratulations to Laura Connor, county director for 
the Roane and Morgan County Health Department 
District, who has been appointed by the Board of 
Directors of the Tennessee Center for Performance 
Excellence to the 2019 Board of Examiners as a 
master examiner.  

As a board member, Laura will be responsible for 
assessing and providing valuable feedback to 
organizations that apply to the TNCPE Award 
Program. Each year the TNCPE Board of Examiners 
contributes more than 10,000 hours of volunteer 
service to organizations across Tennessee and in the 
Southeast. More than 1,400 organizations have 
participated in, and benefited from the TNCPE 
program. 

FREE EVENT FOR THE WHOLE   
FAMILY!    

Community Outreach and 
Recruitment FUN DAY  

Where: Roane County Park, 3515 Roane State Hwy. 
   Harriman, TN 37748 

When: Saturday, August 24 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

*BBQ Lunch at Noon* 

• KIDS ZONE with bounce houses, dunking booths, face 
painting, & games 

• Fire truck tours, extrication demo, and fire prevention 
activities 

• Fire department chili cook-off and hot dog eating 
contest 

• Shooter's Smokehouse BBQ plates 
• Meet your Volunteers and learn about the many 

Volunteer Opportunities! 

Sponsored by the Roane County   
  Fire Department 
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Roane Chamber Ambassadors to 
Give Back to “Shoes for Souls”  
{Pam May, Roane Alliance} 
The Roane Chamber Ambassador Team is gearing up to 
begin their latest Giving Back venture, and they need 
your help! A local non-profit organization, “Shoes for 
Souls,” is a project carried out from Alan Taylor’s vision, 
and continued with help from his family and community. 
When Alan Taylor’s daughter was very young, he bought 
a classmate of hers a new backpack and a pair of shoes 
that matched his daughter’s when the child’s family was 
unable to purchase them. Alan then had the idea and 
vision to see that every child in the community would 
receive a new backpack of school supplies and new 
shoes for the school year no matter their financial status. 
Alan passed away from pancreatic cancer this year, and 
the Roane Chamber Ambassadors are helping to extend 
this project to the community in order to continue Alan’s 
legacy, make others aware of the organization and, in his 
memory, inspire others to help make a difference in the 
community, one backpack at a time! As the upcoming 
school year quickly approaches, the organization is 
preparing to purchase 700 pairs of shoes for local school 
children. Our Ambassador Team’s goal is to have a 
backpack to go with each pair of those shoes. If you are 
able, please consider purchasing a new backpack (with 
tags, Jansport or similar quality) or two for these children 
to help fulfill Alan’s mission.  

Drop off locations for backpacks are listed below, and the 
goal is to collect these through August 2. If you would 
like to make a monetary donation, please make checks 
out to Toni Haba, and she can provide a detailed receipt 
for what your donation goes toward purchasing for the 
children. For more questions, contact Toni at 
865-617-0031. 

DROP OFF LOCATIONS: 
Coldwell Banker Jim Henry & Associates (410 N. 
Kentucky Street, Kingston) 
Chase Drugs & Clinical Services (319 N. Roane Street, 
Harriman) 
Knoxville TVA Employees Credit Union (1916 Roane State 
Highway, Harriman) 
Michael Dunn Center (629 Gallaher Road, Kingston) 
Roane County News (204 Franklin Street, Kingston) 
Roane Chamber (1209 N. Kentucky Street, Kingston) 
Sycamore Trace Senior Living (1098 Bradford Way, 
Kingston) 

More about the Ambassador Program: The 
Ambassador Program was established as a coalition of 
business professionals who act as Chamber 
representatives within the business community. The 
Ambassadors are an all-volunteer committee 
comprised of men and women of Chamber member 
firms who serve as the "goodwill arm" of the Chamber 
and thus are charged with extending the hand of 
friendship to new and old members alike. The 
Ambassadors promote retention by welcoming new 
members, making goodwill calls, assisting with ribbon 
cuttings and other member events and attending 
various Chamber functions. The Chamber relies on the 
Ambassadors to aid in relaying information to and 
from members, identifying member concerns and 
garnering support for the Chamber. 

The Ambassadors serve to create and administer an 
integrated awareness of and involvement in the Roane 
County Chamber of Commerce. The group strives to 
assist in fulfilling the Chamber's mission to improve 
the business climate, economy, and quality of life in 
Roane County. The Ambassadors also aim to commit 
to a minimum of 3 “Giving Back” events per year in 
order to further Roane County’s progress and help aid 
community causes and organizations such as “Shoes 
for Souls.”
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49 Roane County students 
attended the 2019 4-H Camp in 
Greenville, TN. If you would like to 
see more about their week, check 
out UT Extension Roane County 
on Facebook.

2019 State of Aging 
in Tennessee: A 
County-by-County 
Snapshot 
Older adults are the fastest 
growing segment of our 
population. In fact, between 2019 
and 2030, the population of 
Tennesseans 65 and older will 
increase by 50%. By 2030, there 
will be over 1.4 million 
Tennesseans age 65 and older. 

In an effort to continue to 
understand and address some of 
the significant issues facing older 
Tennesseans, the Tennessee 
Commission of Aging and 
Disability (TCAD) has created 
"The State Of Aging in 
Tennessee: A County by County 
Snapshot." This specific report 
includes county-by-county data 
with each page presenting 
county-level data specific to older 
adults ages 65 and oder. 
Additionally, each page includes 
the projected population growth 
of older adults in that county over 
the next eleven years.



Did You Know About the Pardon 
of William Thompson? {Robert Bailey} 
The following document is the pardon of William 
Thompson by the then Governor Joseph McMinn in 
1818. William Thompson had been convicted of 
stealing a knife of Gideon Morgan and had been 
sentenced to receive ten lashes on his bare back.   

The document reads: 
Joseph McMinn Governor in and over the State of 
Tennessee. To the Sheriff of Roane County. It having 
been represented to me that at a late Session of the 
Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions held at Kingston 
a certain William Thompson was convicted of Petit Larceny and sentenced to receive ten lashes on his bare back 
and pay the costs of the prosecution. Now I Joseph McMinn Governor as aforesaid by virtue of the power and 
authority in me vested do hereby pardon the aforesaid William Thompson and do remits(?) the punishment of the 
Law as pronounced against him the said William Thompson as relates to the ten lashes to be inflicted and you are 
hereby required to set the said William Thompson at Liberty upon his paying all costs and prison fees which may 
have accrued up to the time of his discharge from your custody.   In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the Great Seal of the [torn] to be affixed at Knoxville the 3rd day of February in the year 1818. By 
the Governor /s/ Jos. McMinn. Wm. Alexander Secretary.        
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Tennessee RiverLine 652 to You 
{Jamie Kinard} 
Roane County has partnered with the TN RiverLine 
652 project to promote the creation of a continuous, 
multi-modal system of trail experiences stretching 
along the Tennessee River from Knoxville, TN to 
Paducah, KY. Roane County was selected to be one of 
five pilot communities to share the TN RiverLine 652 
vision to celebrate, connect and catalyze our natural 
assets.  

Roane County hosted the TN RiverLine’s planning 
committee July 22nd through July 24th. We had an 
opportunity to show off our beautiful county by taking 
the committee on a Windshield Tour, participating in a Leadership Workshop and invited the community out to a 
Community Engagement Event.  
Roane County wrapped up the event by taking a boat ride along the TN RiverLine with members of the 
University of TN and the National Park Service.    

The visit inspired an upcoming event in which the community has the opportunity to kayak the TN River, taking in 
its breathtaking views and natural wildlife. More information to come.   
A great big thank you to all who participated, donated and came out to support Roane Counties’ partnership 
with the TN RiverLine 652.  

Learn more about tnriverline.org  

Share your experience on the Tennessee River and ideas for enhanced river access with River Gauge at 
tnriverline.org/rivergauge 



 DATE   MEETING    LOCATION  TIME   
August 1st  ERB     CR             6:00 pm   

August 8th  Emergency Service        OES   6:15 pm   

August 12th   Ah-Hoc Jail Alternatives Cmte  QCR   5:30 pm          

August 12th  County Commission                    QCR   7:00 pm 

August 13th  PUB     WWP   5:30 pm 

August 13th  Fire Board    OES   6:15 pm 

August 21st  BZA     QCR   6:00 pm 

August 21st  Planning Commission  QCR   7:30 pm 

August 27th  Agriculture Committee  Ag Extension  6:00 pm 

August 28th  Hazard Mitigation Planning   Conference Room 9:00 am 
   Meeting (Open to Public)  3rd Floor of Courthouse 
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County Government Meetings

Roane County Democrats Labor Day Picnic 

Dear Elected Officials, 

You are cordially invited to attend the East TN Democrats Labor Day Picnic held this year on Saturday, August 
31.  We will gather at the pavilion at Roane County Park at 11:00.  Food and social time will be from 11:00 – 
12:30.  Our program will begin at 12:30 and our event will last until 3:00. 

We appreciate your service to the citizens of Roane County.  If you would like to be recognized on the program 
and deliver a few brief comments, please reply by Monday, August 19.  Reply by email to northbus@aol.com or 
call 865-354-7695.   

Please confirm your attendance and if you would like to be included for remarks or listed on the program.   

Our lunch cost is a suggested donation of $10 and includes BBQ sandwiches, vegetarian sloppy joes, slaw, 
chips, watermelon, drink and dessert.  Hope to see your there! 

Sherry Paris 
Chairperson 
Roane County Democrats Labor Day Picnic 


